182
DIARY AND  LETTERS  OF
[CHAP. XXXV.
perhaps already perceive that the Republic of France is not much more respectful in its conduct than was ancient Rome. He does not feel pleasantly under this, but says, as to the conduct of this kingdom, they must wait and let others come to them (laisser venir}, which may be translated 'bid at their auction.' I applaud the wisdom of this idea, which might, however, be characterized by a name less noble, and only add that if they suffer matters to go one-half inch beyond their means of arresting the progress, from that moment they are lost; just as all those have been hitherto ruined who, in a like indolence, have looked on indifferent at the fate of their neighbors. He tells me that Saxony wishes now to connect herself feder-atively with Prussia. He does not say, neither do I ask, what may be the success of such proposal, because I presume that the sense of the French Directory must be first known. I tell him that there is one circumstance well worthy of their attention, viz., that the French Government, apprehensive lest the army should overturn them and establish the authority of a military chief, cannot but desire the destruction of that army previous to a peace, and of course that it would be a leading point of policy with them to re-establish Poland, in the course of which Russia and Prussia could not do them a greater favor than to kill their troops. This conception seems never to have entered into people's heads here, so difficult is it to comprehend what passes before our eyes."
"Dine [July 27th] with Lord Elgin, who learns that a truce of nineteen days has taken place between Austria and France. He communicates to me whatever he knows of the situation of things; is to call on M. d'Alvensleben,* who hitherto has been the greatest enemy of the British Court."
*, Philip Charles Comte d'Alvensleben, diplomatist in the service of Prussia. see the anticipation of their own fate in ancient history, and mayof art now in the British Museum. officer and statesman under Frederick William II., employed in important negotiations. army in Holland, and it is from thence that a report has arisen of the evacuation. He says the English insist strenuously on 'their keeping Flanders. He thinks the King of France must be left on one side in the negotiation for peace, and that they must keep themselves in a situation to take advantage of circumstances which may arise in the interior. Call on Mr. Adams, who is a little entiM of the French politics. We dine at Mr. Church's, and in conversingpends the fate of the country.   Opin-
